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A long time ago, there lived a young Jewish woman 
named Mary who was engaged to a carpenter called 
Joseph. 


An angel of the Lord came to her and told her that 
the Holy Spirit would descend on her and she would 
be blessed with a child. 


Despite knowing that Mary was now to be a mother, 
Joseph married her. 


During that time the Roman emperor Augustus 
ordered all the Jews to return to the towns that they 
belonged to so that he could take a census and so, 
Joseph and Mary left for Bethlehem. 
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Bethlehem was crowded and they couldn't find a 
place to stay. Finally they found a stable where they 
could rest. 


Mary had her baby there. The boy born was Jesus, 
the messiah or savior of the world. 


On the same night, an angel guided some shepherds 
to the stable. 


A star shone in the sky, guiding three wise men 
from the east to see Jesus. 


They brought him gifts fit for a king - gold, myrrh 
and incense. 
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The king Herod heard that the King of the Jews 
had been born. 


He was jealous and ordered all babies below two 
years in Bethlehem to be killed. 


But, an angel in a dream warned Joseph and so, he 
took Jesus and Mary and escaped to Egypt. 


After a few years Joseph and his family returned to 
Israel and settled down in Nazareth. When the boy 
was twelve, they traveled to Jerusalem for the 
Passover feast. 


On the way back, Joseph and Mary realised that 
Jesus was missing. After four days of searching they 
found Jesus in the temple amidst a group of 
learned men. arin. 
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At the age of thirty, Jesus left home and went to the 
desert. 


There he fasted and prayed for forty days and 
nights. The devil wanted Jesus to follow him instead 
of following God and so he tempted him. 


But he failed, for Jesus did not give in to 
temptation. 


After Jesus returned from the desert, a few men 
became his disciples. Among them were the 
brothers Andrew and Peter, who were fishermen. 


Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I shall make 
you fishers of men.” 
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A few days later Jesus and his disciples went for a 
wedding in Cana. During the feast the wine ran out. 
Jesus’ mother asked him for help. 


Jesus asked for six large jars to be filled with water 
and then turned the water into wine. This was 
Jesus’ first miracle. 


Jesus performed many more miracles. 


He healed the blind, deaf and lame. 


He also raised his friend Lazarus from the dead. 
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Jesus chose twelve disciples to be his closest friends. 


He gave them the ability to work wonders. These 
were the twelve apostles. 


Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time during the 
Passover season. 


He rode on a donkey and people shouted his praise 
and waved palm leaves. 








After that, Jesus went to the temple in Jerusalem. 
He saw animals and birds being sold for sacrifices 
in the temple and became very angry. 


He grabbed a whip and chased out all the 
merchants with their wares. 


The religious leaders had been plotting against 
Jesus. Judas Iscariot, one of Jesus’ disciples, came 
to see them. 


It was agreed that Judas would hand Jesus to them 
for thirty pieces of silver. 
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At the Passover supper (the Last Supper) Jesus 
washed the feet of his disciples. 


He broke a loaf of bread into pieces and gave it to 
his disciples saying, “My body will soon be broken 
like this.” Then, he took a cup of wine and said, 
“This is my blood that will be shed for all.” 
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After the Last Supper the Lord and his followers 
went to the garden Gethsamane on the Mount of 
Olives to pray. 


Judas came into the garden, kissed Jesus on the 
cheek and then told the soldiers to arrest him. 


Jesus’ enemies struck him, spat on him and took 
him to Pontius Pilate the Roman governor. Pilate 
did not find Jesus guilty of any crime. 


But he could not do anything to help Jesus. He 
washed his hands off Jesus’ blood and handed him 
over to be crucified. 
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The guards took Jesus into the palace. They put a 
purple robe on him and twisted together a crown of 
thorns, which they placed on his head. 


“Long live the king of Jews,” they jeered. When 
Jesus was led outside, the crowd shouted, “Crucify 
Him!” 


They made Jesus carry a heavy cross to a place 
called Golgotha. There the soldiers stretched Jesus 
on the cross and nailed him to the wood. 


Two robbers were also hung on crosses on either 
side of Jesus. 
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Jesus hung on the cross for six hours. Suddenly he 
cried, “Father, take my spirit. It is finished.” 


Jesus bowed his head and breathed his last. The 
earth shook and it became dark. The people were 
terribly afraid. 


Some friends of Jesus took his body down from the 
cross and laid it in the tomb. 


The morning after Sabbath, some women came to 
the tomb. An angel appeared and said, “He is not 
here. He has risen!” 
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Jesus appeared to his disciples several times. He 
told them that the most important commandments 
were “To love God above all and to love thy 
neighbour as thyself.” 


Forty days after he rose from the dead, he was 
taken into heaven. 
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The story of Christ is not an unknown one. This story like many others depicts the life 
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